MEDIA RELEASE

Lonza and ValenzaBio Enter Manufacturing
Agreement to Rapidly Advance VB421, an anti-IGF-1R
Antibody for Autoimmune Diseases
▪

Lonza will deliver a program tailored to ValenzaBio’s needs to enable first-in-human clinical
studies

▪

Lonza will provide drug substance and drug product manufacturing under accelerated
timelines

▪

Drug substance manufacturing to be carried out in state-of-the-art cGMP mammalian
manufacturing facility in Guangzhou (CN)

Quote from Jennifer Cannon, Senior Vice President, Global Head of Mammalian Biologics,
Lonza:
"The signing of the manufacturing agreement with ValenzaBio showcases our flexibility in
supporting biotech companies of all sizes, and our focused commitment to enabling ValenzaBio
to reach the full potential of their innovative therapies on accelerated timelines. We are excited
that our new, state-of-the-art Biologics facility in Guangzhou, China will be employed for
manufacturing of cGMP drug substance to help bring treatment to patients around the world
who suffer from Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)."
Quote from Tatyana Touzova, Chief Operating Officer, ValenzaBio:
"As we prepare to advance VB421 into clinical studies for autoimmune diseases, including
Thyroid Eye Disease (TED), in the first half of next year, we are pleased to have Lonza, a global
leader in antibody manufacturing, as our trusted partner. Lonza has the knowledge, systems,
and production capacity in place to proceed with optimal efficiency during these difficult times
for global supply chains. Securing reliable biomanufacturing is a significant challenge for many
smaller biopharmaceutical companies. We are grateful to be able to advance the VB421
program immediately in Lonza's new state-of-the-art manufacturing facility."
Maryland, USA and Basel, Switzerland, 18 June 2021 – ValenzaBio, a biopharmaceutical
company developing monoclonal antibody therapeutics for autoimmune and inflammatory
indications, and Lonza announced today that the companies have a manufacturing agreement
in place.
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This collaboration is aimed at manufacturing VB421, a potential best-in-class anti-insulin-like
growth factor 1 receptor (anti-IGF-1R) antibody currently under evaluation for the treatment
of thyroid eye disease (TED) and other inflammatory disorders. TED is an autoimmune disease
causing eye bulging and vision change with a risk of complete vision loss. VB421 is designed to
bind IGF-1R, which is believed to play a central role in the pathogenesis of TED. VB421 is
currently in an IND-enabling program to support first-in-human studies for the treatment of
TED and other autoimmune and fibrotic diseases.
Under the terms of the agreement, Lonza will leverage its global network and local operation
capabilities to provide ValenzaBio with clinical materials’ supply. The scope will include drug
substance (DS) manufacturing at Lonza’s new state-of-the-art cGMP mammalian facility in
Guangzhou (CN) as well as management of drug product manufacturing.
The main production platform will utilize Lonza's GS Xceed® Expression System, which is highly
recognized in the industry and covers various techniques and commercialized processes such
as host cells, expression vectors and optimized culture media.
About Lonza
Lonza is the preferred global partner to the pharmaceutical, biotech and nutrition markets. We work to
prevent illness and enable a healthier world by supporting our customers to deliver new and innovative
medicines that help treat a wide range of diseases. We achieve this by combining technological insight
with world-class manufacturing, scientific expertise and process excellence. These enable our
customers to commercialize their discoveries and innovations in the healthcare sector.
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, today Lonza operates across five continents. With approximately
14,000 full-time employees, we are built from high-performing teams and of individual talent who make
a meaningful difference to our own business, as well as to the communities in which we operate. The
company generated sales of CHF 4.5 billion in 2020 with a CORE EBITDA of CHF 1.4 billion. Find out more
at www.lonza.com.
Follow @Lonza on LinkedIn
Follow @LonzaGroup on Twitter
About ValenzaBio
ValenzaBio is a privately held biopharmaceutical company focused on developing safe and effective
therapies for autoimmune and inflammatory diseases. The company is advancing a pipeline of
differentiated monoclonal antibodies targeting clinically validated mechanisms of action, in order to
provide improved therapies for patients with limited treatment options. ValenzaBio’s lead program,
VB119, is being developed for the treatment of membranous nephropathy (MN), followed by VB421,
which is being developed for the treatment of thyroid eye disease. ValenzaBio is based in Bethesda, Md.
For more information, please visit www.valenzabiotech.com.
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Additional Information and Disclaimer
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It
has a secondary listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited ("SGX-ST"). Lonza Group
Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST's continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and
751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual.
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These
statements are based on current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group
Ltd can give no assurance that these expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are
cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainty and are qualified in their
entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking statements
included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law,
Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news
release.
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